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To  the  Chsxr.iian -anr;  Members  of  the  Public  Health, 


.1  beg  go  nub  wit  the  1940  Annual  Report  in  which  will  be  found 

■ r ruled  out  in  the  Health  Department.  As  for 
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aid  Child  Welfare  Committees. 


Health  request  an  abbreviated  report. 


Air  Raid  Precautions  work  accounted  for  an  unduly  high 

in  ••  919  and  during  1940  a similar  amount  of 
b,  at .the  expense  of  the  health  aspect  of  my  duties, 

import  ant,, 


Dif'fi  culties 


extent  been  remedied,  but  there  still  remains  a small  percentage  of 
shelters  '"here  the  requisite  standards  of  health  are  far  from  being 
complied  wit hog  1 an  bound  to  draw  your  attention  to  this  matter, 

a Voce  not  only  meat  r /duller  be  *safe::  but  it  should  be  constructed, 
3 quipped  and  o Ti'ic  i-  \ tly  supervised  in  such  a way  that  a satisfactory 

be  maintained  at  all  times. 


Yital  stati 


LCSs 


.'trie  no  comment  upon,  in  this  matter,  during  1940, 


..  t.u,  ' . l'V’V/ eel  an  increase,  this  unfortunate  state  of 


iners.wcu 

While  the  u .....  ...  ...  , 

affairs  loulc.  . e . . :n:.  iortod  to  a large  extent,  to  the  relative  increase 
ir  the  number c o.V  deaths  in  the  later  age  groups  of  life. 


Coned- heriry  cue  abn.vorir.al.  war-time  conditions  under  which  people 


had  to  live , vo  cur  rb/crb  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  health  spher 


smg  sail  a/:' net*.  . .>  It  is  true  that  an  Epidemic  of  Measles 

ature.  The  same  could  not  be  said 
resulted  in  some  hundreds  of  men, 

and  despite  all  measures  taken  the 

'curl  very  slowly  and  has  not  so  far  been  reduced 

Unless  and  until  the 


etc  o r 

ed  b 

v.x  bale  ; of 

a mild 

of  the 

out 

"... ■ , . of  3 -cab: 

o,o  v/nic 

women 

ano. 

children  beii 

inf act 

: .v  aiter 

S j.1 . 

f acted  ou.br do 

1 very 

to  any 

t hi 

.g  . :‘.r.e  e sjt.s 

factory 

2 


Government  "bring  in  some  feasible  legislation  to  deal  with’ this 
problem,  we  will  never  be  able  to  keep  the  figures  down  to  a 
satisfactory,  level,  1st  alone  attain  the  ideal  figure  of  nil. 

While  the  amount  of  Diphtheria  in  the  town  was  not  excessive 
there  was  an  increase  of  something  like  60%  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  Such  h.  state  of  affairs  should  never  exist  since  it 
is  a preventable  disease  and  I have  discussed  this  matter  at  some 
length  in  the  subsequent  report 

f 

In  conclusion,  despite  difficult  times,  progress  has  been  made 
and  this  is  due,  in  no  small  measure,  to  the  excellent  service  which 
you  have  rendered  as  a Committee  and  I desire  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  expressing  to  you  my  thanks o 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(signed)  W,V,  MACFARLANE • 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  Medical  Officer  and 
Medical  Officer,  Infant  Welfare  Centro? 

W.  V.  MACFARLANE  , M,  D,  , D„  P.  H+ 
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E.  Green  (Commenced  13°7«40) 


Clerks  : Miss  E,  Cross  (Resigned  13*7*40) 

Miss  No  Little  (Commenced  8.7*40) 
Miss  I.  Blenkin. 
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Miss 

Miss 
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GENERA'S  INFORMATI  0N„ 


Area  (Acres) . . . . - ... 

Population  (Census  19.39)  ••• 

" (estimated  mid-year  1940) 
Number  of  inhabitated  houses  (end  of 
Rateable  Value  t • ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a Id*,  rate  ... 


1 940) ’ ! 1 


1 ,841 
15,439 
1 5 9 530 
4,388 
£68,679 
£ 254 


• • • 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year. 


Males 

F emale  s 

Total 

1, 

Live  Births  — • Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

138 

8 

150 

9 , 

288 
• 17 

Total 

148 

159 

305 

Birth  Rate  - 1 9o 

6 

2. 

Still  Births  - Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

5 

8 

1 

13 

1 

Total 

5 

9 

14 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total 

births 

- 46 

3. 

Deaths  ...  ... 

127 

118 

245 

Crude  Death  Rate 
Adjusted  " '• 

15.7 

17*3 

4. 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in 
consequence  of  childbirth  : 

from  Sepsis  ...  0 

" other  causes  0 

• v~ 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

- 0 

5,  Number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  - 25 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 
per  1 ,000  live  births  - 79 

6,  Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  - 1 

" Whooping  Cough  ...  ... 

" Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  1 

" " Influenza  ...  ...  2 

” Diphtheria  ...  ...  1 

" " Cancer  ...  ...  36 


Causes  of  Death  during  the  year  1940 


Cause  of  death 

Males 

Females 

All  causes 

127 

118 

Typhoid  and  Para  typhoid  fevers 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

Diphtheria  . , 

- 

1 

Influenza 

1 

1 

....... 

Encephalitis  Lethargies 

- 

- 

Ac:  Polio-Myel:  & Polio-enceph: 

- 

- 

Ac:  Inf:  enceph: 

- 

- 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

- 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system 

5 

12 

Other  Tuberculous  diseas-e 

- 

2 

Syphilis 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  B:  cav:  & Oesoph  (m)  uterus  (f) 

1 

4 

Cancer  of  stomach  & duidenum 

4 

3 

Cancer  of  breast 

- 

1 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

5 

8 

Diabetes 

- 

2 

Heart  Disease 

27 

17 

~ 4 - 


Cause  of  death  (continued) 


Males  Females 


Other  Circulatory  diseases 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 
• Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 
Appendicitis 
Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  causes 
Other  Maternal  causes 
Cong:  Mai:  birth:  inj:  infant 
Premature  births 
Suicide 

Other  violence 

Road  traffic  accidents 

All  other  cause® 

Intra-cran:  vase:  lesions 


3 

12  14 

11  8 

1 1 

1 

2 2 

3 1 

4 5 


disease  8 2 

2 3 

3 3 

13  10 

18  11 


General  Provision  of  the  Health  Services  in  the  Borough. 

Arrangements  were  as  for  previous  years  with  the  exception  of  : - 

(a)  The  establishment  of  a clinic  at  West  View  which  serves  the 
dual  pu  rpose  of  Child  Welfare,  and  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  for  school 
children. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Graham,  an  ambulance  was 
obtained  as  a result  of  converting  a car  giv:en  by  him,  which  ambulance 
is  used  mainly  for  local  general  cases.  The  desirability  of  the 
Corporation  possessing  such  a vehicle  could  be  seen  from  the  fact  that 
from  the  inception  of  the  scheme  on  the  2nd  August,  to  the  end  of  the 
year,  it  was  required  on  135  occasions  with  a mileage  of  1,319  for 
those  journeys.  . .. 

MIDWIFERY  AND'  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

There  are  no  changes  in  the  arrangements  of  Hospital 
accommodation  for  maternity  cases. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC  - The  number  of  attendances  showed  a 
red.uc.tion  to  the  extent  of  20^  end  this  in  part  is  due  to  longer 
distances  which  expectant  mothers  from  the  West  View  area  have  to  travel, 
and  war  time  conditions.  With  reference  to  the  former ^the  Local  . * 

Authority  ’will  be  we  11  advised  to  consider  the  possibility  of  providing 
an  Ante-Natal  Clinic  in  the  building  already  used  at  West  View  for 
school  clinics. 

137  women  attended  during  the  year  for  Ante-Natal  examination. 

INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 


Smallpox 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 


Total 

cases 

notified. 


Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital. 


No.  of 
deaths 


19  19  1 

18  9 

1 1 

7 

6 1 
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Total 

cases 

notified. 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

hospital 

“No.  of 
deaths 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

C 8 

8 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

- 

— 

Encephalitis  L ethargica 

- 

— 

— 

Infantile  Paralysis 

- 

— 

- 

Measles 

469 

- 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

Age  Groups 

Under  £5 


Disease 

1 

year. 

1-  2- 

■ 3- 

4-  5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

and 

over 

Total 

Smallpox 

Diphtheria 

1 

- 3 

2 

2 1 

7 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
( including 

2 

1 9 

2 

2 

2 

18 

Para- typhoid) 
Puerperal 

— — ’ 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

•• 

— 

— 

1 

Fever 
Pneumonia 
(Primary  & 

Influenzal) 

- 

- - 

- 

- - 

- 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

5 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

1 

““ 

1 

1 

1 

2 

** 

6 

Neonatorum 

Encephalitis 

1 - 

1 

Lethargica 

- 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrex’-  - 

- - 

- 

- - 

- 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

C.  S.  Meningitis 

4 

- . - 

- 

- 2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

8 

Measles 

23 

36  70 

80 

68  187 

2 

2 

1 

469 

SCARLET  FEVER. 


There  was  little  alteration  in  the  amount  of  Scarlet  Fever  as 
compared  to  1939  and  once  again  I record  with  pleasure  that  the  disease 
was  of  a very  mild  nature. 

DIPHTHERIA. 


19  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year,  of  which 
four  ware  carriers.  Excluding  the  latter,  one  cannot  he  satisfied 
with  this  marked  increase  in  the  numbers  of  cases. 


An  Immunisation  Campaign  was  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year,  but  we  are  still  far  from  getting  75%  of  immunity  amongst  the 
children,  particularly  pre-school  child  population. 

It  is  to  be  emphasized,  if  75%  of  the  child  population  of 
Hartlepool  were  immunised  we  w ould  have  no  deaths  attributed  to 
Diphtheria  in  the  Borough  of  Hartlepool.  Such  a state  of  affairs  is  no 

mere  v/i  shful  thinking,  but  an  actual  fact  which  had  been  proved 
repeatedly  in  large  towns,  particularly  in  Canada  and  America.  While 
every  effort  is  being  made  during  the  current  year  to  protect  the  child 
population  against  this  dreaded  disease,  one  is  amazed  at  the  apathy 
and  carelessness  shown  by  the  people  of  this  country  and  it  would  appear 
that  only  if  the  Government  made  it  compulsory  for  every  child  to  be 
immunised  on  his  or  her  first  birthday  would  we  see  Diphtheria 
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resolve  itself  '.into  a myth  rather  than  a terrible  reality. 


MEASLES. 

An  epidemic,  fortunately  of  a mild  nature,  occurred  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  resulting  in  469  cases.  There  was  one  death 
and  that  was  due  to  Broncho-Pneumonia  a complication  of  Measles,  in  a 
severely  debilitated  child.  , 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Prom  the  statistics  it  will  be  seen  that  the  death  rate-' amongst 
the  females  from  this  disease  has  increased  by  3Q 15/6  of  the  total 
deaths  amongst  females  occurred  between  the  ages  of  15  and  35  years 
and  this  is  undoubtedly  a critical. age  .in  the  adult  female  life  for  such 
a disease. 

For  the  duration  of  the  war  we  shall  do  well  if  we  retain  the 
amount  of  Tuberculosis  in  Hartlepool  at  the  present  level, since  there 
is  no  possibility  of  :- 

(a)  _ Improving  housing  facilities  : and 

(b)  Obtaining  a more  nourishing  diet  for  such  cases.. 

With  reference  to  -the  latter* present  war  time  conditions  make  it 
difficult  for  such  cases  to  receive  adequate  quantities  of  the  principal 
articles  of  food.  Therefore,  one  was  astonished  to  notice  in  the  lay 
press  that  the  Minister  of  Health  was  satisfied  that  extra  provision 
of  milk  in  itself  was  sufficient  to  meet  the  diet  demands  of  Tubercular 
cases.  One  feels  sure  that  every  Medical  Officer  .dealing  with 

Tuberculosis  at  Dispensaries  at  present,  would  gladly  assure  the 
Minister  of  Health  that  he  is  labouring  under  a misapprehension,  since 
those  patients  are  emphatically  not  obtaining  enough  substantial  food. 

While  much  has  been  done  in  this  town  to  alleviate  the  housing 
problem,  with  reference  to  Tubercular  cases,,  one  views  with  some 
concern,  the  appalling  conditions  under  which  certain  patients  are 
living. 

Durham  County  Council  arranged  for  the  admission  to  Sanatoria 
of  30  cases  during  1940  and  the  Aftercare  Committee,  which  renders 
invaluable  service,  likewise  supplied,  where  required,  clothing  and/or 
extra  nourishment,  to  cases. 


Age  periods. 

New  Cases 
Pulmonary  Non- 

-Pulmonary 

Total  deaths 
Pulmonary  Non- 

• 

Pulmonary 

M 

P 

M 

P 

"M 

P 

M 

P ‘ 

Under  1 year. 

mmm 

— m 

1 

1-5  years. 

— 

■ — 

■ - 

- 

- 

. — 

- 

- 

5-15  " 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

■ - ■ 

- 

- 

15-25  " 

z 

. 7 

2 

1 

1 

5 

- 

1 

25-35  " 

5 

5 

1 

- 

1 

4 

- 

- 

35-w  " 

2 

. — 

- 

. - 

- 

.2 

- 

- 

45-55  " 

4 

2 

— 

— 

1 

- 

- 

55-65  " 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

65  & upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

14 

14 

3 

4 

6 

12 

- 

1 

MATERNAL . MORT ALI T Y . 

It  is  recorded  with  pleasure  that  no  deaths  occurred  during  1940. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE.'— 

Reveals  an  increase  as  compared  with  1939,  hut  this  increase  is 
merely  a relative  one,  sine®  the  actual  number  of  deaths  (25)  was 
exactly  the  same  'as  for  1r39.  Broncho-Pneumonia,  Congenital 
Malformations  Premature  Births,  and  Infantile  Convulsions  accounted 
for  the  majority  of  *dSSS  and  in  passing,  one  wonders  how  many  of 
those  deaths  coul 3 have  really  been  prevented  if  medical  advice  had 
been  obtained  ^rlier. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE. 


1938 

1939 

1940 

Total  attendances  during  the  year 

5299 

4683 

3337 

By  children  under  1 year. 

3172 

3279 

2659 

By  children  between  1 & 5 years 

2093 

1404 

67  8 

Average  attendances  per  session. 

1 06 

104 

65 

Total  number  of  children  who  made 

first  attendances 

529 

558 

Wl 

Children  under  1 year. 

322 

369 

297 

Children  between  1 and  5 years 

207 

189 

147 

It  v/as  only  towards  the  end  of  the  year  that  the  West  Vi ew 
Clinic  was  established  but  the  few  sessions  which  were  held,  soon 
revealed  how  well  this  clinic  would  serve  its  purpose. 


There  is  a general  all  round  decrease  in  the  attendances 
recorded  at  the  clinic  during  1940  as  compared  with  the  previous 
two  years,  but  there  are  many  explanations  for  same.  An  Epidemic  of 
Measles  and  Sc  abies  practically  ruined  the  attendances  over  a period 
of  three  to  four  months;  difficulties  in  obtaining  suitable  nursing 
staff  led  to  a readjustment  of • the  duties  of  Health  Visitors;  air 
raid  warnings  likewise  played  a detrimental  part,  and  finally  the 
Government  Dried  Milk  Scheme  in  many  ways  did  not  help  the  attendances 
at  the  Clinics. 

Despite  this,  however,  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  Health 
Visitors  to  homes  was  relatively  speaking,  really  excellent  as 
comparative  figures  with  the  previous  two  years  show:- 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  all  Health  Visitors  : - 


1938 

1939 

1940 

(a) 

To 

expectant  mothers 

First 

visits 

137 

87 

38 

Total 

visits 

153 

102 

77 

0>) 

To 

children  under  1 yr 

.First 

Visits 

380 

320 

274 

Total 

visits 

1593 

1737 

• 1652 

(o) 

To 

children  between 

1 

and  5 years. 

Total 

visits 

2631 

3231 

2603 

FOOD  POISONING. 

During  May  one  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  was  reported 
in  a man  24  years  of  age.  On  investigation  foreign  tinned  ham  appeared 
to  be  implicated.  No  other  member  of  the  family  par-took  of  the  ham. 

Under  section  18  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  notice  was  given  to 
the  retailer  of  the  ham  that  the  remaining  3^  hams  of  the  consignment 
were  to  be  held  pending  examination.  Bacteriological  examination 
of  the  four  hams,  faeces  and  vomit,  were  in  all  cases  negative  for 
salmonella  and  dysentery  groups.  Chemical  examination  of  the  four 
hams  revealed  the  presence  of  tin  in  three,  in  the  following  quantities, 
39,  98  and  118  parts  per  million,  quantities  that  are  probably  too 
small  to  have  any  injurious  effect.  The  patient  gave  a history  of 


previous  stomach  trouble  and  worked  in  the  cleaning  section  of  the 
Laundry  & Dye  Works*  He  recovered  and  no  other  case  occurred. 

Pending  examination , the  hams  had  deteriorated  so  that  they 
had  to  he  destroyed  and  compensation  to  the  .value  of  £3. 14s.  9d.  was 
paid.. 

Sickness  and  Diarrhoea.  . 

At  the  end  of  the  year  an  outbreak  of  Diarrhoea  and  S*icknes‘s 
principally  amongst  school  children  occurred , but  despite  all  efforts 
to  do  so  it  was  not  possible  to  ge  t any  samples  for  bacteriological 
examination.  Onset  was  generally  sudden  and  often  severe  and 
children  effected  were  often  off  school  for  about  a week.  By  the 
time  :T  was  able  to  carry  out  an  investigation  from  this  department 
the  patients  appeared  to  have  overset  the  condition  and  were  well  on 
the  way  to  recoveryc 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA. 

Water  - Mr.  C.J. E.  Stock,  Analyst,  submitted  the  following 
report  on  a sample  of  water  taken  from  a tap. 

”The  sample  affords  no  evidence  of  contamination  by  any  undesir- 
able form  of  drainage,  and  it  is  of  good  and  wholesome  quality  for 
human  consumption”. 

A water  sample  taken  from  a spring  supply  to  some  wooden  huts 
in  the  Borough  showed  that  though  Yhe  sample  afforded  no  evidence  of 
pollution  by  sewage,  contamination  by  surface  impurities  was  taking 
place  owing  to  the  collecting  chamber  being  not  properly  impounded. 

The  supply  was  discontinued, 

HOUSING-  AC? , 1936. 

During  the  year  under  review  no  action  has  been  taken  under  the 
above  act  and  it  is  only’  possible  to  reiterate  what  has  been  previously 
said  in  these  reports  that  after  the  war  the  problem  of  housing  and 
overcrowding  in  thi  s town, ...  which  is  acute,  will  have  to  receive 
serious  consideration,  :. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD. 

As'  far  as  possible  inspections  have  been  made  of  dairies 
during  the  year.  It -.is  to  be  regretted  that  no  farms  in  the  town 
are  producing  designated  milks. 

Slaughtering  was  transferred  to  West  Hartlepool  abattoir  under 
the  Government  Centralised  Slaughtering  Scheme,  but  routine 
inspections  have  been  carried  out  from  time  to  time  on  Butchers  shops 
in  the  town. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR , 1940. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  ‘the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee, 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a brief 
report  summarising  the  work. carried  out  in  this  section  01  the  Health 
Department,  during  the  year  1940. 


In  previous 
act  has  to  a large 
Inspection  of  the  district, 
lousing  was  at 
natters  in  the 


reports  I have  emphasised  how  work  under  the  housing 
extent  militated  against  the  efficient  sanitary 
During  the  year  under  review,  how ev 071 

a standstill  and  an  opportunity  was  taken 
sanitary  conditions  of  'licensed  premises, 


, hows 
to  initiate 
Pood  preparing 


- 9 - 


places,  Ice-cream  premises  and  slaughter  houses.  Inspections  of  these 
premises  soon  showed  that  the  standard  of  sanitation  was  lower  than  I 
had  anticipated  and  is  to  he  regretted  that  owing  to  the  trend  of  the  war 
difficulties  with  labour  and  materials  and  other  demands  on  my  time,  it 
v/ as  not  possible  to  see  all  the  necessary  improvements  carried  out  and  a 
minimum  standard  of  sanitation  achieved.  When  the  time  is  more  opportun 
every  endeavour  will  have  to  be -made  to  carry  on  from  where  the  Committee 
were  forced  to  leave  off  in  respect  of  these  repairs  and  alterations. 

Repairs  on  default  were  ;carried  out  by  the  Committee  in  respec^ 
of  five  houses  and  the  expenses  we re  recovered  in  Court. 

A difficulty  to  be  faced  during  the  ensuing  year  is  the  question 
of  air  raid  shelters-,  Whilst  these  shelters  justify  there  primary 
purpose  as  places  of  refuge  from  enemy  action  they  are  not,  however,  by 
any  means' ideal  rendezvous  from  a health  point  of  view  being  lacking  in 
efficient  ventilation,  etc0  Efficient  supervision  and  maintenance 

v/ill  have  to  be  exercised  over  them  irrespective  of  the  extent  to  which 
they  are  used  if  we  are  to  guard  against  infectious  diseases. 

In  August  of  1940  I lost  the  services  of  my  remaining  pupil  who 
joined  H.M.  Forces.  v 

I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

G.A„  WARD. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


. H SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  AREA.  . 

During  the  period  under  review  a total  of  475  inspections  and 
613  re-inspections  were  made,  with  regard  to  various  complaints  and 
nuisances. 

Notices  were  served  as  under  : 


Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  113 
Informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  107 
Second  notices 'served  ...  ...  ...  62 
Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  7 
Statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  15 
Nuisances  complied  with  without  service  of  notice  13 
Warning  ,1st ter s sent  ...  ...  ...  3 
Work  done  by  Council  on  default  ...  ...  5 


hiscellaneous. 

Inspection  of  factories,  Common  Lodging  Houses  and  Offensive 
Trades  were  carried  out  so  far  as  possible.  Nothing  more  of  these 
lines  to  call  for  comment-.  The  registration  of  one  Common  Lodging 
House  lapsed,  the  keeper  giving  up  business. 

j Food  and  Drugs  Act-  1 9 35 S e c ti on  57  - Slaughter  Houses . 

Opportunity  wss  taken  under  the  terms  of  the  above  section  to 
close  all  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  Borough.  At  that  time  there 
were  four  registered  and  three  licensed  slaughter  houses.  The  date  of 
registration  of  one  slaughter  house  being  1855* 

In  five  cases  the  slaughter  houses  we re  also  the  shop  fropi  which 
trade  was  carried  on  and  also  formed  part  of  dwelling* hous e which  was  in 
turn  one  of  a terrace  of  houses.  In  several  cases  the  living  rooms 
opened  directly  from  the  shop-slaughter  house.  The  approach  was  in  each 
case  from  the  street  or  through  the  yard  at  the  rear. 

There  were  no  lairs  in  one  case  and  in  another  instance  the  lairs 
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wsre  situated  in  .tide  yard  of  the  house.  iairs  generally  were  remote 
from  the  slaughter  houses,  were  had  structural  and  hygienically  and 
generally  in  close  proximity  to  dwelling  houses. 

The  closing  of  these  slaughter  houses  was  long  overdue  and  they 
contravened  practically  every  recommendation  laid  down.  No  appeal 
was  lodged  hy  any  of  the  butchers  concerned. 

In  peace  time  there  will  he  available  the  public  abattoir  at 
West  Hartlepool  at  which  centralised  slaughter  is  at  present  being  , 

carried  out. 

Meat  and  Other  Poods . 

Early  in  1 940  the  slaughter  of  all  animals  was  transferred  to 
West  Hartlepool  abattoir  under  the  Government  Slaughtering  Scheme. 
Regular  inspection  of  Butchers  shops  has  been  carried  out  and  30  meat 
and  food  inspections  were  made. 

The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year  was 
7 tons.  15  cwt.  5 st.  10  lbs.  of  which  7i.  tons  was  fish.  This  fish 
was  mainly  imported  and  then  transported  overland  to  the  fish  quay  and 
then  was  found  to  be  bad  on  inspection*  All  food  was  voluntarily 
surrendered. 

i 

Food  & Drugs  Act,  Section  14  - Preserved  Food. 

8 applications  were  received  for  registration  of  premises  used 
in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of  preserved  food.  Inspections 
of  these  and  other  premises  were  made  and  generally  the  condition  of  * 

the  premises  were  far  worse  than  I had  anticipated,  but  owing  to  the 

trend  of  the  war  and  extent  of  alterations  required  in  some  cases  the 

work  had  to  be  suspended.  6 registrations  were  granted,  the  majority 

of  which  were  in  respect  of  entirely  new  premises. 

Food  & Drugs  Act-.  1958,  Section  14  - Ice  Cream. 

4 applications  were  received  for  registration  of  premises  for 
the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream.  In  each  case  the  registration  was 
refused  but  time  was  given  to  the  applicants  to  find  other  accommodation. 
One  applicant  made  the  necessary  alterations  and  improvements  to  the 
preparing  room  of  a disused'  slaughter  house  to  enable  his  application 
to  be  granted.  Another  applicant' Went  out  of  business.  With  regard 
to  the  other  two  applicants  for  the'. reasons  previously  stated  further 
action  had  to  be  postponed.  In  the  case  of  each  application  the 
Ice  cream  was  actually  being  manuf a'ctured  and  the  commodities  stored 
in  the  yard  to  his  house. 

13  applications  were' received  for  the  registration  of  premises 
for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  and  in  11  cases  the  application  was  granted. 

In  10  out  of  the  11  cases  the  Ice  cream  was  delivered  prepacked  at 
regular  intervals  and  stored  either  in  ice  boxes  or  refrigerators 
supplied  by  the  manufacturers.  In  the  other  case  an  electric 
refrigerator  was  in  use. 

Milk. 

One  additional  wholesale • trader  of  milk  was  registered  during 
the  year  and  one  trader  surrendered  his  dealers  license  for  the  sale 
of  Tuberculin  tested  milk. 

Public  Health  Act,  1956,,  Section  89  ~-  Licensed  Premises. 

At  the  request  of  the  Licensing  Magistrates  a full  inspection 
was  made  of  all  sanitary  arrangements  in  the  42  licensed  premises  in 
this  town.  One  license  was  subsequently  surrendered  and  one  house 
was  in  every  respect  modern.  In  the  remaining  40,  particular 
attention  was  paid  to  the  following  points  : - 

Sanitary  accommodation  (.both  male,  female  <^nd  urinals;) 


provision  for  the  washing  of  glasses;  Beer  pumps  and  piping; condition 
of  cellars*  With  regard  to  the  houses  holding  a full  license  it  was 
considered  desirable  that  both  male  and  female  customers  should  be 
provided  with  separate  sanitary  accommodation. 

Many  of  the  houses,  which  are  very  old,  fall  well  below  what 
would  be  considered  to  be  a minimum  standard,  but  unfortunately  by  the 
time  that  a full  inspection  had  been  completed  and  a schedule  of 
requirements  submitted  to  each  of  the  Breweries  concerned,  work  had  to  be 
suspended.  Proposed  alterations  in  m any  cases  would  have  involved  a 
certain  amount  of  replanning  and  re-building,  incurring  a relatively 
large  amount  of  expense  which  was  hardly  justified  in  view  of  the 
circumstances  prevailing.  I would,  however,  point  out  that  the  full 
assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  Breweries  concerned  was  readily  given 
and  the  work  requested  in  the  schedules  was,  in  cases,  admitted  to  be 
long  overdue. 

A brief  summary  of  the  conditions  found  in  the  houses  concerned 

are  as  below  ;- 

Sanitary  Accommodation  - In  21  cases  no  female  water  closet  w as  provided 
ladies  using  either  the  tenants  or  mens  W.C. 

In  7 cases  the  mens  water  closets  was  unsatisfactory  or  defective 
and  in  two  cases  none  was  provided,  use  being  made  of  the  tenants  or 

ladies  W.C.  as  required. 

In  17  instances  the  Urinal  accommodation  was  insufficient  very 
often  grossly  unsufficient,  unsatisfactory  and  defective. 

Glass  Washing  - In  1 3 houses  the  arrangements  provided  were  not 
satisfactory  and  in  a number  of  cases  no  water  v/as  laid  on  tothe  sinks 
provided  and  often  the  drainage  arrangements  were  elementary  as  well  as 

defective. 

Cellars. 


In  a large  number  of  cases  the  cellars  were  defective  structurally 
and  often  in  a state  of  delapidation  and  without  proper  drainage 
arrangements.  Lighting  v/as  often  absent.  Obselete  methods  of  piping 
by  means  of  rubber  tubing  and  lead  piping  is  gradually  being  replaced, 
but  a large  number  w ill  require  to  be  done. 

When  the  time  is  opportune  it  should  be  a simple  matter  for  the 
Committee  to  resume  the  v/ork  initiated  in  the  year  under  review. 


* * II  H ) 
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